[Emergency cytodiagnosis of tumors and nontumorous processes localized in the mediastinum].
The author analyzes the potentialities of emergency cytologic diagnosis of 109 mediastinal tumors and nontumorous processes. This method is rapid and simple and may be used with any type of tumors; it clearly detects the details of the cellular composition; the share of reliable findings is sufficiently high. Urgent cytologic study at the final stage of the diagnostic investigations may specify and even correct the tentative diagnosis and detect the type of the process, this promoting a rational surgical intervention and helping plan the postoperative treatment policy.